To the thoughtful and considerate practitioner, this subject can never become tame or uninteresting, because it is the important subject to which he has devoted his time and energies. It is the burden of his thoughts, and if successful, the crown of his rejoicing. We propose to take a cursory view of the subject, with the object before us, to call special attention to errors We do not propose to discuss in this paper, the effect of the surroundings in a dental office on success or failure, the mannerism of the operator, the necessity of cleanliness, or any other exterior influences which so much contribute to the final result, although it might be embraced within the scope of our subject. We prefer to leave these matters to be regulated by the gentlemanly instincts of the dentist, and if he has no such monitor to direct him, we shall gravely and silently conclude that he has mistaken his calling. 
